
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1413 October 1, 2013 
IN HONOR OF GEORGE T. PAPPAS, 

SR. 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 1, 2013 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with a heavy heart and solemn remembrance 
that I rise today to pay tribute to a great man 
and close friend, Mr. George Theodore 
Pappas, Sr. Mr. Pappas passed away on Sep-
tember 21, 2013. Funeral services were held 
on Tuesday, September 24, 2013 at 11:00 
a.m. at Bonaire First Baptist Church. He was 
interred in the historic Andersonville National 
Cemetery. 

Mr. Pappas was born on January 25, 1936 
in Washington, D.C. to the late Theodore and 
Constance Pappas. During the Vietnam War, 
Mr. Pappas proudly and honorably served his 
country in the United States Air Force. 

Even after retiring from the Air Force, Mr. 
Pappas continued to serve his country loyally 
and devotedly. He served as Chaplain of the 
Disabled Veterans Association and worked 
tirelessly within the community to advocate 
and care for our Nation’s veterans. 

Most important to Mr. Pappas was his stur-
dy and enduring relationship with the Lord. He 
was a longtime member of Bonaire First Bap-
tist Church. 

Maya Angelou once said, ‘‘A great soul 
serves everyone all the time. A great soul 
never dies.’’ We are all so blessed that Mr. 
Pappas passed this way and during his life’s 
journey did so much for so many for so long. 
He leaves behind a great legacy in service to 
all the veterans, families, and members of the 
community whose lives he touched. 

Mr. Pappas has achieved numerous suc-
cesses in his life, but none of this would have 
been possible without the grace of God and 
his loving wife, Priscilla; their children, Doro-
thy, Stacey, and George; grandchildren, Chris-
tina, Ryan, Cassaundra, Brendon, Austin, 
Alexa, Olivia, Tucker, Ella, and Lila; and sister 
Athena. 

The race of life isn’t given to the swift or to 
the strong, but to those who endure until the 
end. Mr. Pappas has run the race of life with 
grace and dignity and God has blessed him 
over his lifetime. 

Mr. Speaker, my wife Vivian and I, along 
with the more than 700,000 people of the Sec-
ond Congressional District salute Mr. George 
Pappas for his outstanding service to his 
country and to his community. I ask my col-
leagues in the House of Representatives to 
join us in extending our deepest sympathies to 
Mr. Pappas’ family, friends, and loved ones 
during this difficult time. We pray that they will 
be consoled and comforted by an abiding faith 
and the Holy Spirit in the days, weeks, and 
months ahead. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 14TH ANNUAL 
COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH 
ARTS SHOW 

HON. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 1, 2013 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of the 14th Annual Community Mental 

Health Arts Show, being held October 8–10, 
2013, during Mental Illness Awareness Week 

Congress established Mental Illness Aware-
ness Week in 1990 to educate and increase 
awareness about mental illness. In Tucson, 
Arizona, the Community Partnership of South-
ern Arizona (CPSA) has proudly organized the 
Annual Community Mental Health Arts Show 
as part of Mental Illness Awareness Week for 
14 years. The Arts Show, which is free of 
charge and open to the public, features the 
artwork of children and adults receiving behav-
ioral health services, and individuals employed 
in the behavioral health system. 

The Center for Disease Control and Preven-
tion estimates that 50 percent of adults will ex-
perience a mental illness in their lifetime and 
that one in five children are living with a men-
tal illness. In addition, 23 million Americans 
are facing the challenges of substance abuse. 
Countless findings confirm that mental health 
has a significant economic and societal im-
pact. Mental health conditions are the second 
leading cause of workplace absenteeism, cost-
ing the U.S. economy $79 billion annually in 
lost productivity. Substance abuse can spread 
infectious diseases such as hepatitis and HIV/ 
AIDS. Furthermore, substance abuse has a 
proven link to high crime rates, increased 
court costs, and overcrowded prisons. 

Recovery programs integrating holistic 
therapies are respected for creating the most 
meaningful and sustainable outcomes. Pro-
viding an opportunity to create and showcase 
visual art fosters peer support, builds con-
fidence, and reduces the intensity of symp-
toms, while providing a safe and supportive 
environment for adults and children who are 
recovering from a mental illness or substance 
abuse issues. The Arts Show also promotes 
mental health education, generates awareness 
and helps diminish stigma. 

Effective mental health treatment and pre-
vention benefits the community as a whole. 
On average, every $1 spent on taxpayer-fund-
ed substance abuse treatment yields a $7 re-
turn in reduced costs of crime and increased, 
taxable employment earnings. Mental health 
treatment and prevention increases health and 
wellness, reduces medical costs, and has a 
positive effect on overall productivity, which 
benefits individuals, families and communities 

As the Regional Behavioral Health Authority 
for Pima County, Arizona, CPSA is dedicated 
to ensuring that individuals and families re-
ceive accessible, high-quality behavioral 
health services that are member and family 
driven, recovery oriented, respectful of cultural 
differences, and foster hope and self-deter-
mination. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing Mental Illness Aware-
ness Week and the 14th Annual Community 
Mental Health Arts Show. 
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HONORING MR. WAYNE BILLIE 

HON. JOE GARCIA 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 1, 2013 

Mr. GARCIA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
offer Mr. Wayne Billie my best wishes on his 
66th birthday. 

Throughout his life, Wayne has been a 
strong, dedicated leader who has made signifi-

cant contributions to the Miccosukee Tribe of 
Indians and the State of Florida. 

As a judge of the Miccosukee tribal court, 
Wayne Billie led a distinguished career com-
mitted to upholding justice. Through his work 
to protect the Everglades, Wayne has helped 
to protect and preserve one of our country’s 
national treasures for future generations. 

As a tribal elder of the Miccosukee tribe, 
Wayne has continued to demonstrate the 
same love of community and commitment to 
public service that has defined his life. 

Wayne is truly deserving of our greatest re-
spect and admiration. Again, I offer him my 
best wishes on his birthday 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 1, 2013 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $16,738,183,526,697.32. We’ve 
added $6,111,306,477,784.24 to our debt in 4 
years. This is $6 trillion in debt our nation, our 
economy, and our children could have avoided 
with a balanced budget amendment. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE OAK-
LAND COUNTY CHAPTER OF 
JACK AND JILL OF AMERICA 
FOR THIRTY-FIVE YEARS OF 
SERVICE 

HON. GARY C. PETERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 1, 2013 

Mr. PETERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate the members of the 
Oakland County Chapter of Jack and Jill of 
America, Inc. as they celebrate thirty-five 
years of service to Southeast Michigan. 

Seventy-five years ago, Jack and Jill of 
America was founded by Marion Stubbs 
Thomas, a mother and concerned member of 
the Philadelphia community, who organized 
twenty other neighborhood mothers concerned 
about the well-being of their youth during the 
Great Depression. From a small community 
group, the Jack and Jill organization quickly 
grew to ten chapters by 1946, and today there 
are more than 220 chapters across the United 
States with over 30,000 members. For the last 
thirty-five years, the Oakland County Chapter 
of Jack and Jill has been an important part of 
the organization’s infrastructure in Michigan, 
providing support to at-risk children and fami-
lies. 

Over its three and a half decades of service, 
Jack and Jill’s Oakland County Chapter has 
been a leading voice in the Greater Detroit re-
gion in the effort to promote the development 
of youth with a strong appreciation of good 
citizenship and community stewardship. Jack 
and Jill has achieved this goal through its sup-
port of programs that advance the virtues of 
social, cultural, educational, recreational and 
community service opportunities for youth. 
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